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A Message from the Attorney General: 


The Legislature has recently given approval to important new legis- 
lation enabling my Ministry to further expand its French language 
court services. | believe this legislation is of truly historic signifi- 
cance to the people of Ontario. 

The amendment to the Judicature Act provides for the official 
designation of courts and of counties and districts in which French 
speaking residents may elect to testify in French and to have their 
evidence directly received and understood by the court without it 
being relayed through an interpreter. We anticipate that such pro- 
ceedings will be bilingual but we have made provision for unilingual 
French proceedings where circumstances warrant. 

The other new law is an amendment to the Juries Act to enable 
the selection of bilingual jurors in cases being heard in the higher 
courts by ajudge and jury. These are landmark measures which will 
add impetus to our established program of providing French lan- 
guage court services. 

In the Fall of 1975 | committed my Ministry to developing these 

services. We began the program in the Provincial Court (Criminal 
Division) in Sudbury in the summer of 1976. We chose the Provin- 
cial Court (Criminal Division) because it is the level of the court 
system that hears 98 per cent of the criminal and quasi-criminal 
cases. 
After a period of testing in Sudbury we expanded the service to 
Ottawa and to L’Original and a few months later to five communities 
in northeastern Ontario — Cochrane, Hearst, Hornepayne, Kapus- 
kasing and Smooth Rock Falls. 

With these locations, we were able to provide court services in 
French to 66 per cent of Ontario citizens who speak French only, 
our citizens with the greatest need in this regard. 

Late last year we began providing French language services in 
the Provincial Court (Family Division) in Sudbury. We will be an- 
nouncing the expansion of this service to other areas in the near 
future. 

Our new legislation designates eight areas for the full range of 


services. These are Ottawa-Carleton, the United Counties of Pre- 
scott and Russell, the United Counties of Stormont, Dundas and 
Glengarry, and the Districts of Algoma, Cochrane, Nipissing, Sud- 
bury and Timiskaming. 

In addition, the legislation gives the Cabinet the authority to 
designate additional areas as conditions and needs change in the 
future. 

In addition to the provincial legislation | have mentioned, the 
Federal Government, at my request, introduced amendments to the 
Criminal Code of Canada to provide the right to an accused to be 
heard by a bilingual judge and bilingual jurors in trials with a jury. 

The federal legislation will permit the courts to transfer a crimi- 
nal case to an area of Ontario where French language services or 
bilingual jurors are available. 

Throughout the development of French language court ser- 
vices in Ontario in the last two years we have laid the foundations of 
this program very carefully because we wanted the program to work 
well from the beginning and we wish it to endure. 


oS 


R. Roy McMurtry 
Attorney General for Ontario July, 1978 
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BILL 71 1978 


An Act to amend The Judicature Act 


HE MAJESTY, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Legislative Assembly of the Province of Ontario, enacts as 
follows: 


1.—{1) Section 127 of The Judicature Act, being chapter 228812. 
of the Revised Statutes of Ontario, 1970, is amended by 
adding at the commencement thereof ‘‘Subject to sub- 


sections 2 to 9’’. 


(2) The said section 127 is further amended by adding thereto s.127, 


nded 
the following subsections: 5 


(2) The Regional Municipality of Ottawa-Carleton, The Designated 
United Counties of Prescott and Russell, the United Counties a ne 
of Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry and the Territorial 
Districts of Algoma, Cochrane, Nipissing, Sudbury and 
Timiskaming and such additional counties and districts as are 
designated by the Lieutenant Governor in Council under 
subsection 3 are designated counties and districts for the 


purposes of this section. 


(3) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may designate, Deslenailon 


and 
additional 
(a) counties ait districts in addition to those named in counties and 


subsection 2; and ees 
(6) courts in a designated county or district, 
for the purposes of this section. 


(4) In a proceeding in a designated court, or in any Bilingual 
court to which an appeal therefrom is made, the court shall, 
upon the application of a party who speaks the French 
language, direct that the hearing in the proceeding be 
conducted before a judge who speaks both the English and 
French languages or, where there is a jury, before a judge and 


jury who speak both the English and French languages. 


Time of | (5) Except by leave of the court, an application under 
application ; 
subsection 4 shall be made, 


(a) where the proceeding is in the Supreme Court or a 
county or district court before the giving of a jury 
notice or, if none, before the proceeding is set down 
for trial; 


(6) where the proceeding is in a court other than the 
Supreme Court or a county or district court, before 
the hearing of any evidence in the proceeding. 


PeaUne (6) Where an application is made under subsection 4 and 
language in addition to a direction made thereunder, the court may 
direct, 


(a) that the hearing or any part of the hearing be in the 
French language if, in the opinion of the court, 
the hearing or part can be so conducted effectually; 
and 


(6) that subsection 7 apply to oral evidence given in 
examinations for discovery or in any other pre- 
hearing stage of the proceeding. 


Evidence. (7) Evidence given in the French language in a proceeding 

recorded in ‘ j ‘ é ; ; : 

French In respect of which a direction is made under this section 
shall be received and recorded in the French language and 
shall be transcribed in that language for all purposes. 

Fiennes (8) Any document filed by a party in a proceeding in a 
small claims court in a designated county or district may 
be in the French language. 

Pees) (9) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may make regu- 
lations prescribing forms of documents or of parts of docu- 
ments in both the English and the French languages for use 
in or relating to proceedings in designated courts and 
requiring their use. 

ee 2. This Act comes into force on the day it receives Royal Assent. 

Sporer vie 3. The short title of this Act is The Judicature Amendment Act, 


1978. 
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BILL 72 1978 


An Act to amend The Juries Act, 1974 


H‘* MAJESTY, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Legislative Assembly of the Province of Ontario, enacts as 
follows: 


. Section 8 of The Juries Act, 1974, being chapter 63, is amended § 
by adding thereto the following subsection: 


aaendea 


(la) Where the county or Supreme Court is designated in siti ie 
a county or district under section 12/7 of The Judicature Act, jury rolls 
the jury roll prepared under subsection 1 shall be divided into ®3;9 197° 


two parts and, 


(a) in one part the sheriff shall include those persons 
who appear, by the returns to jury service notices, 
to speak, read and understand the English language ; 
and 


(6) in the other part the sheriff shall include those 
persons who appear, by the returns to jury service 
notices, to speak, read and understand both the 
English and the French languages. 


2. This Act comes into force on the day it receives Royal Assent. Commence- 


3. The short title of this Act is The Juries Amendment Act, 1978. Short title 
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